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lawful rates and may not be augmented. These rates were
collected from every land fit for cultivation and accessible
to water, at the rate of one saf of barley or wheat and one
dirham from every jarib of barley or wheat, and according
to al-Shafi'i, from* the wheat four, and from the barley two
dirhams; and from every jarib of trefoil (ratbah) five dir-
hams, and according to al-Shafi'i six; and from every jarib
of closely planted trees (karm), vines and palms ten, and
according to al-Shafici eight dirhams, but according to al-
Mawardi, from the trees ten and the palms eight dir-
hams} and the sugar-cane six dirhams.1 The above taxes
concerning trees applied only in case they were closely
planted in such a way that cultivation of the intervening
space was impossible, for isolated trees growing in cultivated
fields were exempt from tax, for the land was then taxed
as a cultivated land.2

In other than the above cases, namely, in cases concern-
ing which there is no precedent of the calif Omar, for in-
stance, in saffron or in gardens (bustan)* the kharaf is
assessed according to the tax-bearing capacity (taqah) O'f
the lands, and as the limit of tax-bearing capacity (g&yat
al-taqah) has been fixed by Hanifite doctors at half of the
entire produce, in no case may the rate exceed half the entire
produce, whether or not the rates were fixed in accordance

1 Other variants of the above numbers, as found in Abu Yusuf, al-
Mawardi, and al-Baladhuri, are for palms five, vines eight, meadows and
cotton plantations five, and for sesame five dirhams.   According to one
report, palms were taxed on the basis of feet, as under the iSassanides,
and according to another report, palms were exempt from tax.   How-
ever, this last report applied to isolated palm trees found in cultivated
fields, which were exempt from tax already under the Sassanides   (Ber-
chem, p. 50, fn. i.)

2 Fatb, vol. v, p. 282, 1. 6.

* Bust an here means any enclosure of trees sufficiently apart to allow
of cultivation in the intervening spaces.   It is the opposite of harm.